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Published in ISA RC23 newsletter [Z], August 2017
Written by Nadia Asheulova
RC23 President 2014-2018

RC23'S SEMICENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY

The International Sociological Association Is fifty years of age.
This is both very young and quite old.

It is surely time to take stock, but we can also say that

there is a future that remains to be constructed.

Immanuel Wallerstein

The International Sociclogical Association (ISA) originated in 1948 as an initiative of the Social
Science Department (55D) of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UMESCO). This initiative resulted in the ISA and similar worldwide associations in other social
science disciplines (economics, law, and political science). Jennifer Platt notes in her book “A Brief
History of the ISA: 1948-1997"

that this initiative was dictated by the political situation after the Second World War [Platt, 1998, p.
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RESEARCH COMMITTEE 23 OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION IS
57 YEARS OF AGE

It was founded
at the VI World Congress in
Evian (France) in 1966
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RC25 SOCIOLOGY OF SCIENCE

ORIGINS

The group which was to become the Research Committee on
the Sociology of Science started its work at the Sixth
World Congress of Sociclogy in Evian (1966). No formal
papers were presented since plans for the establishment
of the Committee were approved only after papers could
have been solicited. Nevertheless, there was a very
lively and successful discussion among sociologist-
participants. Among them were: R. Aron (France),

B. Barber (USA), J. Ben-David (Israel), I. Dubska
(Czechoslovakia), S. Dedijer (Sweden), D. Goldschmidt
(FRG), R.K. Merton (USA), A. Podgorecki (Poland),

J.J. Salomon (France), A. Szalai (Hungary), E. Walter
(Switzerland), A. Zvorikine (USSR), and others. A
business meeting was held in which Robert K. Merton was

elected President and J. Ben-David was elected Secretary.




In honour and memory of Robert Merton — First President of RC 23,
the RC23 Committee has established

“The Robert Merton Award for Distinguished Contribution to the
Sociology of Science and Technology”.

ISA Executive Committee approved it in May, 2016.




Award Committee

THE ROBERT MERTON AWARD FOR
DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO THE
SOCIOLOGY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Jaime Jiménez GUuzman

Alice Abreu

Gary Bowden

Ralph Mathews

Antonio Brandao Moniz




The first award was granted to Dr. Francisco Sagasti during the Session
“In Memory of First RC23 President Robert K. Merton” at the XIX World
Congress in Toronto (18 July 2018).

Dr. Harriet Zuckerman, Professor
Emerita of Columbia University, the wife of
Robert Merton, former board member
of RC23, and a noted sociologist of
science in her own right, came to this
special event.
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Please send articles, book announcements
and other material by September 1, 2019 to:

Leandro Raizer, RC23 Secretary

leandroraizer@ gmail.com

THE FIRST ROBERT K. MERTON
AWARD CEREMONY during the session

“In Memory of First RC23 President
Robert K. Merton”

at the XIX World Congress in Toronto (July 18, 2018)

Nadia Asheulova: Dear colk and disting d guests! It is a great honor for
us toopen a special Sessmn in Memory of the First RC23 President Robert King Merton.
Robert Merton was one of the leading sociologists of the 20th century. The inerest in
his activity has not dimished. R. Merton’s name is d with many directions in
sociological h, but first and fe it turned into the eponym for sociology of
science, the phrase the “Mertonian sociology of science”™ was widely accepted by the
scientific community. In 1966, R. Merton became one of the founders, organizer and
the first President of the R h C on the Sociology of Science (RC23) of
the International Sociological Association. Merton's actmty in this position was in
many ways decisive for t I and i ional d o of the sociology of
science worldwide. In honor and memory of Robert King Merton, the RC23 Committee
has established The Robert K. Merton Award for Distinguished Contribution to the
Sociology of Science and Technology.

The Executive Committee of ISA approved the award in
May, 2016 and it is intended to recognize and showcase
the outstanding, long-term achievement of an individual
researcher to the field rather than the excellence of an
individual book or single idea. RC23 kindly invites
Merton’s 1 senior hers and P
scholars with an interest in Robert K. Merton’s work to
contribute. The session will reconsider Merton's legacy
and attempt to link it with contemporary issues. RC23
produced the Silver Medal with a special design.

According to certificate, a

== | single copy of the medal
CERTIFICATE

was produced on the 4th
of July, 2018, which is
also a special date, as it
is the birthday of Robert
Merton.

The first Lifetime Achievement Award will be granted
during this Special Session. I kindly invile the Vice
President of RC23 and Board member of the Award
Committee Professor Emerita Alice Abreu to announce
the decision.

https://www.isa-
sociology.org/frontend/web/uploads/fil
es/rc23-newsletter-May-2019.pdf
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR
THE 2022 AWARD

Research Committee 23 (Sociology
of Science and Technology) of the
International Sociological Association
iz seeking nominations for The Robert
K. Merton Award for Distinguished
Contributions to the Sociology of
Science and Technology to be awarded at
the XX ISA World Congress of Sociology
in Melbourne, Australia, July 24-31, 2022.

Eligibility
The award will be granted to a living scholar
who is internationally recognized for
significant contributions to the Sociclogy
of Science and Technology that have been
made over a period of at least two decades.
Thus, the award is intended to recognize
and showcase the outstanding, long-term
achievements of an individual scholar
to the field rather than the excellence of
specific papers or books.

Currently serving members of the RC23
Board or the Award Committee are not
eligible to receive the award.

Nominations

Nominations can be made by any member
of ISA (excluding members of the Award
Committee) and must be supported by at
least two other members of RC23 and/or
ISA in good standing.

Mominations must include the name of
the nominee, a CV, the list of publications
on which the nomination is based, and a
cover letter that provides a rationale for the
nomination.

Nominations should be sent by July
31st, 2020 to the Chair of the Awards
Commitiee, Jaime Jiménez Guzmin, at
Jiimen @ unam.mx.

Award Committee

Jaime Jiménez Guzmén — Chair
Alice Abren

Gary Bowden

Ralph Matthews

Anténio Branddo Moniz

file://IC:/Users/asheu/AppData/L
ocal/Temp/RC23_Newsletter Ju

ne2020  2.pdf
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Award Committee announces the Winner of

«The Robert K Merton Award for Distinguished
Contribution to the Sociology of Science and
Technology» 2023

Award Committee, Vice-President of RC23 ISA:
Alice ABREU




AR o aansilatr

11 e e eh it

Sociology of Science
and Technology

XX ISA World Congress of Sociology

/

% Resurgent Authoritarianism:  Melbourne, Australia | June 25- July 1,2023

'-" Sociology of New Entanglementsof =~ Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
Religions, Politics, and Economies wwwi.isa-sociology.org

THE ROBERT K. MERTON AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION
TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Charles Crothers

Award Committee

Nadia Asheulova (RC23 President) Jaime Jiménez Giizman
Alice Abreu (RC23 Vice-President) Alice Abreu
Leandro Raizer (RC23 Secretary) Gary Bowden
Ralph Mathews

Antonio Branddo Moniz



Congratulation to the Awardee from
Professor Emerita, Columbia University:
Harriet ZUCKERMAN




Engagement of the Awardee with Sociology
of Science (and Robert K. Merton)

Nominator of the Awardee, Department of Social and
Psychological Studies University of Karlstad, Sweden,
Honorary Professor, University of Sydney:

Fran COLLYER




Lecture of the Awardee

Charles Crothers
Emeritus Professor of Sociology,
Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand




Congratulation to the Awardee from
Professor Dr. hab. Emeritus Jagiellonian University, Poland

Piotr Sztompka
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Thank you very much!
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